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Synopsis

Hundreds of cottages and cabins, mansions and houses line the shores of Lake Minnetonka, one of
Minnesota&#39;s most beautiful lakes and site of the state&#39;s most coveted properties.
Legendary Homes of Lake Minnetonka invites readers into thirty of these dwellingsa “built by
families like the Washburns, Pillsburys, and Daytons.Evocative words and stunning color
photographs guide readers through these beautifully designed and furnished homes. Portrayed in
elegant detail are interiors of renovated Victorian cottages and rustic cabins, as well as those of
houses designed by modernist masters like William Lescaze and Philip Johnson. Photographer
Karen Melvin takes viewers through the front door, showing living rooms furnished with Mies van
der Rohe couches and chairs designed by Frank Lloyd Wright and walls adorned with works by
Robert Motherwell and Damien Hirst. Author Bette Jones Hammel relates the homes&#39; histories
of ownership and details the many renovations they have seen over time, renovations that have
attempted to retain the homes&#39; character and extend their lifespan.For the best views of the
exteriors of these homes, you would need a boat. To see the interiors, you would need an invitation.
Hammel and Melvin have chosen the most interesting housesé “both architecturally and
historicallya “and painstakingly scouted out the best vantage points, both inside and out, to provide

a personal tour of these spectacular homes.
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| love this book and the glimpse it gives you into ... May 15, 2017 | love this book and the glimpse it



gives you intoall of the beautiful homes we pass while on the boat. An updated version should be

done since so many houses on the lake have changed!

Hundreds of cottages and cabins, mansions and houses line the shores of Lake Minnetonka, one of
Minnesota’s most beautiful lakes and site of the state’s most coveted properties. Legendary Homes
of Lake Minnetonka invites readers into thirty of these dwellingsa “built by families like the
Washburns, Pillsburys, and Daytons.Evocative words and stunning color photographs guide
readers through these beautifully designed and furnished homes. Portrayed in elegant detail are
interiors of renovated Victorian cottages and rustic cabins, as well as those of houses designed by
modernist masters like William Lescaze and Philip Johnson. Photographer Karen Melvin takes
viewers through the front door, showing living rooms furnished with Mies van der Rohe couches and
chairs designed by Frank Lloyd Wright and walls adorned with works by Robert Motherwell and
Damien Hirst. Author Bette Jones Hammel relates the homes’ histories of ownership and details the
many renovations they have seen over time, renovations that have attempted to retain the homes’
character and extend their lifespan.For the best views of the exteriors of these homes, you would
need a boat. To see the interiors, you would need an invitation. Hammel and Melvin have chosen
the most interesting housesé “both architecturally and historicallya “and painstakingly scouted out
the best vantage points, both inside and out, to provide a personal tour of these spectacular
homes.Bette Jones Hammel is an architectural journalist who has written for Architecture
Minnesota, Mpls.St.Paul Magazine, Midwest Home, and Architectural Record.Karen Melvin is an
interiors and architecture photographer whose work has appeared in Architectural Digest, House

Beautiful, Mpls.St.Paul Magazine, and Women’s Day.

| love this book and the glimpse it gives you into all of the beautiful homes we pass while on the

boat. An updated version should be done since so many houses on the lake have changed!

stunning book with great information

good

Beautiful coffee table book

Wonderful book.



| chose this book to see some of the interior designs of these homes and get an historic
perspective. | felt the historic part was somewhat lacking because of a lot of emphasis on some of

the newer, more flamboyant homes.

How nice to be a snoop and not feel guilty. There are many homes on the lake that | have wondered

about and this book gives us the scoop on their histories and interiors.

The book was excellent and | bought it as a gift. The recipient is familiar with the area and | thought
it would be fun to have...unfortunately, the gift was a duplicate. Not being from that area, | had to

return the book....
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